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Summary of FCFA work 
in Botswana

Future Climate for Africa (FCFA) aims to generate 
fundamentally new climate science focused on Africa, 
and to ensure that this science has an impact on human 
development across the continent. FCFA’s work in Botswana 
took place in the capital city, Gaborone. It was carried out 
by FRACTAL and was led by the University of Botswana.

Less engagement occurred in Gaborone than other 
FRACTAL cities. Research was primarily focused on  the 
transferability of relevant climate knowledge. 

Local researchers developed Climate Risk Narratives in 
a 2017 workshop where climate information from the 
FRACTAL team informed the researchers vision for the 
future of the city. 

Surveys allowed the local team to present the Climate 
Risk Narratives to various decision-makers and get their 
feedback and reflections.

A second workshop in 2018 shared feedback and 
designed cross-city outputs for Gaborone, Harare, and 
Blantyre.

FRACTAL’s work contributed to stimulating the city’s 
awareness of climate change issues. One of the positive 
outcomes included the city manager brainstorming a 
city-specific climate change action plan.

Gaborone

Highlights from Gaborone

Gaborone’s city-specific plan was further developed 
through learning exchanges with Windhoek, where city 
planners were given the opportunity to gain insight 
into the development of Windhoek’s Integrated Climate 
Change Strategy Action Plan during Windhoek’s third 
Learning Lab in 2018. 

Another key outcome of FRACTAL’s work was 
the creation of links between the City’s Planning 
Department and Meteorological Department during a 
four day Climate Scenario and Action Plan workshop. 

During FCFA’s extension phase, FRACTAL will aim to 
facilitate policy forums in Gaborone where stakeholders 
will examine climate vulnerabilities in the city and 
consider how planning and budget can contribute 
to the Gaborone City Council meeting their climate 
scenario goals. The extension phase will also aim to 
create mechanisms for relevant information from the 
Meteorological Department to be accessed by the City.

https://www.futureclimateafrica.org
http://www.fractal.org.za/
http://www.fractal.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FRACTAL-Climate-Narratives-Poster.pdf
http://www.fractal.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Gabarone-City-Narratives-Stakeholder-Feedback-Workshop.pdf
http://www.fractal.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Third-Windhoek-LL-Report.pdf
http://www.fractal.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Third-Windhoek-LL-Report.pdf
http://www.fractal.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/FRACTAL-Learning-Retreat-Report-10.2019.pdf
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For more information, visit http://www.fractal.org.za/ or contact alice@csag.uct.ac.za or info@futureclimateafrica.org

Disclaimer

About FRACTAL
FRACTAL (Future Resilience for African Cities and Lands) aimed to understand the decision context and the climate science 
required to contribute to climate-resilient development in nine southern African cities (Blantyre, Durban, Cape Town, Gaborone, 
Harare, Johannesburg, Lusaka, Maputo, Windhoek). The FRACTAL team aimed to contribute to an advanced understanding of 
scientific knowledge about climate processes, regional and local climate trends to improve understanding of southern Africa’s 
climate and work with decision-makers to integrate this scientific knowledge into climate-sensitive decisions at the city-regional 
scale (particularly decisions relating to water, energy and food with a lifetime of 5 to 40 years).

The project engaged with scientists, engineers, government representatives and other stakeholders. Working together, the 
researchers and stakeholders are co-producing relevant knowledge that will support resilient development pathways and 
enable decision-makers to better integrate pertinent climate knowledge into their resource management decisions and urban 
development planning.
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